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Program Origins

MAT2 was envisioned by Governor Rick Snyder after a 
2012 trade mission to Germany, where he toured a 
professional trades apprentice center.
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MAT2 Programs

Mechatronics

Technical Product 
Design (TPD)

Information 
Technology

Computer Numerical 
Control (CNC)



Current MAT2 

College 
Partners 
ÅBaker College of 

Cadillac

ÅDelta College

ÅHenry Ford College

ÅKalamazoo Valley 
Community College

ÅOakland Community 
College



MAT2 Mechatronics Baker College students

ÅCohort 1, June, 2015 –15 placed at 11 industries in Cadillac, Traverse City, 
Kalkaska –graduation June 2018
ÅCohort 2, September, 2016 –8 students placed at 7 industries –graduation 

September 2020
ÅCohort 3, September 2017 –11 students placed at 8 industries in Grand 

Rapids, Cadillac, Traverse City, Harbor Springs, Boyne City 
ÅEarly Middle College, September 2017 –10 sophomores dual-enrolled 

mornings from Cadillac, Lake City, McBain, Mesick, and Grayling high 
schools
ÅCohort 4, June 2018 –18 students from 9 industries started classes June 

18, 2018, funded for the summer by a GoingProApprenticeship Readiness 
grant.
ÅCohorts 5 and 6, June and August 2019 –Goal 25+ students



GoingPRO Apprenticeship Readiness Grant

ÅBaker College received a $172,000 Michigan Talent Investment Agency grant to fund 18 

students for Apprenticeship Readiness during summer 2018. 

ÅThis program ran for12 weeks, June 4-August 24, and included:

-- 12 weeks of housing –total $1,500 (out-county students)

-- $200 weekly stipend –total $2,400

-- A Dell Inspiron notebook computer -- $800

-- All books and supplies -- $300

-- Team-building activities at KettunenCenter -- $250

-- Three courses –8 credits: Fundamentals of Engineering; 
Introduction to Fabrication; Principles of Industrial Safety -- $3,200

-- Job shadowing at sponsoring industries

TOTAL VALUE: $8,450









Outcomes

Å15 new apprentices

ÅApprentice vetting and registration

ÅNew MAT2 delivery model summer start schedule

ÅSoft skills and work ethic development

Å8 College credits completed

Å120 Apprenticeship hours completed

ÅCohort bonds developed

ÅEnthusiasm for marketing program
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Transforming lives

Kyler Benton 

–Taking initiative to 
make right for his 
youthful mistakes

–Serving time now, 
but he’ll be back in 
MAT2



For More Information

Mark Lagerwey, Baker College Director of Business Development

Mark.Lagerwey@baker.edu

W: 231 876-3149; C: 231 357-0851

Tom Nathe, Baker College Grant Writer and Training Coordinator

Tom.Nathe@baker.edu

W: 231 876-3176

Valerie Jemerson, Work-Based Learning Specialist and MAT2 mechatronics program manager

jemersonv1@Michigan.gov

W: 517 373-1201; C: 517 488-5101


